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Before I share a miraculous 
experience with you, I want to give you 
somebackeround. 

We have been extremely lucky that 
all saints of Gurukul, in their visits to 
Mumbai by Gods grace stay with us and 
that gave me, as a child, an opportunity 
to get close to lot ofthem. With numerous 
interactions with these innocent souls, 
there is a great friendship that develops 
with them, which is impossible to 
describe in words. Amongst all saints, 
Pujya Hariswaroopdas Swami has been 
very close to my heart since childhood 
days. 

Pujya Hariswaroopdas Swami has 
taken a maun vrat (vow of silence) since 4 
years now. I have had several silent 
gesture based conversations with Swami 
requesting Him to start speaking again 
as I love His speech and miss His 
unmatchable words of wisdom when I 
meet Him. To which He always used to 
react with gestures, to avoid this topic 
and requesting me to be happy in his 
happiness, not force or expect Him to 
talk. He wanted us to let Him do what He 
and Maharaj desire. 

The Miracle 

28th July, Gurupurnima, early 
morning, I got a DREAM, early in the 
morning, that I am doing dandvat to 
Pujya Madhavpriya Swami. Just then 
suddenly Hariswaroop Swami enters the 
room. I start doing dandvat to 
Hariswaroop Swami now, happy to see 
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him unexpectedly. 

Then Hariswaroop Swami sits in 
front of me and suddenly starts speaking, 
breaking his maun. I am feeling shocked, 
frozen and stunned. And I feel such an 
adrenaline rush of happiness that I fall 
on Swami’s feet and do dandvat and start 
crying in happiness to see Him speak 
after 4 years. My knew no bounds. The 
moment that I was eagerly waiting, just 
happened. I was thrilled. 

That’s it, this dream ended here. 

In the afternoon I felt like calling and 
checking if my dream was true and if 
Swami had actually ended His maun vrat 
or not, but I ignored the thought thinking 
I will make a fool of myself by asking this, 
so I just messaged on Swami’s mobile 
which is handled by His vidyaarthi Sevak 
saying, Gurupurnima na hruday thi Jai 
Swaminarayan. 

Since it was Gurupoornima, my 
mom, Usha Unadkat and dad, Mukesh 
Unadkat, had visited Ahmedabad 
Gurukul for the Gurupoornima Sabha. 
Before sleeping, Papa called me casually 
and after talking all our general things 
said, “Aaje, Hariswaroop Swami e maun 
toido. Sabha maa announce kairu.” 

I was shocked. Aavu thaay? Mari 
saathe? Aavu bane? I cant believe it. Can 
you? You may call this coincidence. To 
me, such an exact coincindence is a 
miracle. Believe it or not. 

It was a divine experience. Jai 
Swaminarayan. 
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There are many aims associated with 
a man's journey. Some go for pilgrimage 
with due devotion for one’s own (Kalyan) 
welfare. Some go for pilgrimage to get rid 
of sins and earn righteousness. Some of 
them go across nations with curiosity to 
see and learn new things. Some of them 
take long voyages for livelihood, but the 
great pilgrimage of Ghanshyam was 
unique among all. He had no need to go 
for pilgrimages. Pilgrim places were 
born wherever Ghanshyam set his foot. 
By going for pilgrimages, Ghanshyam 
especially wanted to awaken the very 
spirit of pilgrimage! 

The great pilgrimage of Ghanshyam 
was not even for gaining enlightenment 
like Lord Buddha. As he himself was 
worshipped by several Buddhas 
(enlightened ones). His pilgrimage was a 
mere leela (a divine play). 

Bhagwan Shree Krishna says in 
Geeta, “Oh Parth! There is no need for 
me to do karma (deeds). As there is no 
padarth (element) in this three worlds 
which is not attained by me or which is 
yet to be attained. But I am following my 
duties for educating the masses.” - 
(Bhagwat Geeta- 3, shloka-22) 

Just as Shree Krishna, Ghanshyam 
was also doing his divine leela of 
pilgrimage for educating the masses. 
Through this leela he wanted to educate 
the mumukshus (muktas or devotees 
desiring moksha or salvation). It was 
education of penance, of yoga and 
worship and the search of a sadguru who 
would unfold the reality of God. 

Through this great pilgrimage 
Ghanshyam wanted to light the path for 
pilgrims in their path of salvation. 
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Throughout this journey he wanted to 
indicate that “Tam the Great God. I have 
no need to do all this, but still I do. So my 
worshippers should also surely do 
penance, yoga and serve the sadguru.” 

The purpose of Ghanshyam’s leela 
for going for this pilgrimage are 
described in Bhaktachintamani by 
Neeshkudanand Swami , where in 
Ghanshyam himself speaks these 
words, 

“Kaushal desh ma meli sambandhi, 
Krushna madva vanvat lidhi. 

Pachi faryo hun sarve tirath, krushna 
pragat male a arth. 

Eem karta aavyo loj aahi, rahyo chhu 
tamara santmahi. 

Krushna pratyaksh malva kaaj, karu 
aagrah te kahu Maharaj.” 

There was another purpose for 
Ghanshyam's incarnation and his great 
pilgrimage. 

He had incarnated for the Kalyan 
(welfare) of many souls. Many yogis 
(ascetics) were doing yogsadhana 
(penance) in pilgrim spots and in the 
forests of Himalayas. Ghanshyam 
wanted to take the penance of these 
ascetics to its accomplishment. He 
wished to do welfare of the ones who were 
craving for salvation but had deviated 
from the path of worship and penance. 

This journey of Ghanshyam is famous 
in Swaminarayan sampraday as 
“Vanvecharan” (pilgrimage through 
forest). This vanvecharan of Ghanshyam 
is filled with divinity, human like actions 
and miracles. 

Ghanshyam met many great 
accomplished sages and ascetics during 
this great ات‎ ۵ 
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